[bookmark: _Hlk193114293]Welcome to Union United Methodist Church!  We are glad you have chosen to worship with us today!  Our ushers are ready to provide any assistance you might need.  Our nursery is open 8:30 – Noon for ages infant to five years old.  The entrance is located in the lobby.  We also have available large print hymnals, hearing assistive devices, wheelchairs and an elevator.  If you are interested in speaking with Pastor Angie, please call the church office at 618-233-6375.


All that are able please stand
Bold type: Please join in


Welcome & Announcements		Pastor Angie Lee 

		Gathering: Entering God’s Presence with Thanksgiving and Praise

[bookmark: _Hlk199418339]Prelude     	I Must Tell Jesus 	Gail Long, Jake Schilch 
		Larry Shackley	
			
Bringing in the Light of Christ and the Word of God	

Choral Introit	This is the Day the Lord Hath Made
	
*Call to Worship		Nancy Uhl
Leader:	The journey of faith is not always easy.
[bookmark: _Hlk203385277]People:	Yet God walks with us even in the wilderness.
Leader:	We are tested by fear, temptation, and uncertainty.
People:	Still, God’s Spirit strengthens us and leads us forward.
Leader:	Come, Lord Jesus, speak your Word into our hearts.
People:	Be with us as we begin this Lenten journey and guide us in your way 
		of life.  Amen.

*Opening Prayer			Nancy Uhl
Gracious God, you led Jesus into the wilderness, where he was tested, yet you did not turn away. Your Spirit was with him and your Word sustained him. Lead us in this season of Lent. When we are tempted to choose comfort over compassion or fear over faith, give us courage to resist injustice and strength to stand firm in your truth. Gather us as your people and lead us onward, O God, as we move toward your holy reign. Amen.

*Opening Hymn	Marching to Zion		#733

		Response: Offering Ourselves to God

Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer		Pastor Angie
Prayer Response

Offertory	What a Friend We Have in Jesus	
		Bruce Greer

*Doxology		#95

*Hymn of Response	I Want Jesus to Walk with Me	#521

		Proclamation: Hearing God’s Word

Special Music	The Gift of Love
		Hal Hopson	Holy Grapes

Children’s Sermon	 	Mardy Eisloeffel
	(Children ages K-4th grade are dismissed to junior church.)

Black History Month at 100 and the Story Behind Blackbird	Pastor Angie

Special Music	Blackbird 	
		Paul McCartney
		Guitarist, Richard Mitts 

[bookmark: _Hlk194995489]Scripture             	Matthew 4:1-11
Reader:  This is the word of God, for the people of God.
People:  Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk197942046]Anthem 	Siyahamba	
		Arr. Robinson
		Zulu folk song translation:  We are marching in the light of God
		Djembe, Jake Schilch

[bookmark: _Hlk218239607][bookmark: _Hlk197942086]The Message     	“Tested but Not Defeated” 	Pastor Angie

		Sending: Going with Blessings to Become Church in This World

*Sending Hymn	We Shall Overcome	#533

*Sending Word with Benediction	

*Benediction Response

Postlude 	I’ll Fly Away
		Mark Hayes

Taking the Light of Christ and the Word of God into the World

●──────────────────────────●

Please join us immediately following the worship service 
in the McKinley Hall for coffee and fellowship time.
●──────────────────────────●
The altar flowers are given
To the Glory of God
●──────────────────────────●
Greeters:  Barb Cleland and Dennis Poole


Sermon Notes:


 















		Sunday Education
     		*Ages 3-4 years, Room 303         		*Fifth & Sixth Grade, Room 207       
		*Kindergarten, Room 203                 	*Junior & Senior High, Room 211     
		*First & Second Grade, Room 204  	*Forum Class, Room 217
		*Third & Fourth Grade, Room 208 		*Sacred Echoes, Room 408  	
				
                                	 Lower Level, Rooms 100’s
			 Children/Rehearsal Level, Rooms 200’s        
			Nursery, Room 303
	 	Sanctuary Level, Rooms 300’s       
		Balcony Level, Rooms 400’s 
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Mission Statement:
“Developing followers of Jesus Christ
to serve the World”


February 22, 2026
9:00 a.m.


Next Sunday
“Born Again into Grace”
John 3:1-17
Rev. Angie Lee
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